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DARLINGTON TOWARDS 2060 

Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [4.46 pm]: I rise to talk about something has been put together 
by the Darlington Ratepayers’ and Residents Association. For members who are unfortunate enough to not know 
where Darlington is, Darlington is a suburb in the hills region not far past Midland up the Great Eastern 
Highway, and it is absolutely beautiful. The residents have put together a vision called “Darlington Towards 
2060”. About 150 residents have got together to create this vision for their future. The vision took from June 
2009 until April 2010 to plan. They got together to talk about what they wanted Darlington to look like going 
into the future and to imagine what it would look like by 2060, and from that vision they defined what their 
aspirations were, what their values were and what their key strategic objectives would be in order to achieve 
their desired vision for Darlington. The strategic plan arrives from that process.  

I want to share some of this vision with the chamber tonight. The vision can be summed up as an informed, 
responsible, creative and multicultural village community with an affinity to the village’s natural environment 
while fostering art, education, recreation and business activities. Residents cited the values underpinning the 
vision as respect for their cultural, historic, artistic and educational background; a desire to preserve the village 
and the semirural characteristics of the area; living sustainably and environmentally responsibly; ensuring that 
development is sensitive to the existing environment and has community support; and ensuring that there is a 
collective and individual responsibility taken for the future of the village. 

The objectives they cited for the vision include leadership; they want to maintain a constructive dialogue with 
elected representatives and relevant statutory authorities to ensure that they meet the needs of the Darlington 
community. They also talk about empowerment of the community and wanting to have a sense of ownership 
over what happens with their community and they also talk about wanting to have constructive dialogue with 
their elected representatives. The residents have structured this vision specifically around responding to their 
local council, but they also make particular reference to wanting to be able to have constructive dialogue with 
their state and federal members of Parliament. They talk about ecological intent; they want to maintain and grow 
an ecologically sound village environment while preserving and improving the village aesthetic. They 
particularly talk about wanting to ensure that they preserve a beautiful setting where they live. At the same time 
there is the quite exquisite heritage value of the village setting that is in the middle of the Darlington precinct. 
They value that and they really want to ensure that that is respected and cherished into the future.  

They talk about the establishment of pedestrian-oriented developments and wanting to have walking and cycling 
paths, sustainability in water and power, and those sorts of things.  

The community also talks about a plan for land use and infrastructure, and how it wants to encourage local 
businesses to meet the needs of the community whilst maintaining that village ethos that is so important. They 
want creative dialogues. They want to preserve and nurture the village’s high standing as a place of learning, 
development of the arts and related intellectual pursuits. Members who are familiar with Darlington will know 
that regular arts festivals are held there. They are really quite lovely; it is a particularly special area as a creative 
community.  

There are a high number of schools in the area. This is something the community takes a lot of pride in. It is very 
important to them. Again, they talk about wanting to make sure they have opportunities for all age groups, and 
that the natural environment is conserved and maintained. Interestingly, they also talked about connecting the 
community. They want to utilise emerging communication technologies for information exchange and 
consultation within the community. They talk particularly about the opportunities the proposed national 
broadband network will provide their community.  

I particularly wanted to draw this to the house’s attention because I thought it was a really lovely document that 
so beautifully encapsulated the aspirations of this area. One of the great things about being a member of 
Parliament for the hills region is that I get to go out and meet a lot of residents and ratepayers’ groups across the 
hills. When I meet with residents and ratepayers’ groups on the hills, I often say that I dispute the idea that I am 
meeting “suburbs”. It feels like I am meeting little towns right across the scarp. They often have their own sense 
of identity across the scarp.  

I am also often struck by how similar the groups are in terms of their aspirations for the area and the sorts of 
concerns they raise. Obviously, they are all unique—for example, Darlington is particularly unique because of its 
creative and arts focus—but similar concerns are raised right across the scarp. They talk about protections, about 
how valuable their particular pocket of the world is and how they want that to somehow be recognised, 
particularly within our planning mechanisms but also within other legislation. I find it extraordinary that we have 
these groups that are actually isolated and yet effectively are all singing from exactly the same song sheet in 
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terms of what they want and the sorts of protections they want. They want protections from inappropriate 
development. They cherish things such as half-acre blocks. They want to have some protections against further 
expansion of quarrying in the area. They are certainly concerned about the bauxite tenements that exist across 
the scarps and what will happen. Some of them are particularly concerned about potential forestry activities as 
well. They talk about encroachment into lifestyles that are really important to them and to a way of life that is 
extremely important to them.  

There has been a lot of talk, particularly in the past year, about the importance of Margaret River as a region. We 
recognise that it actually has intrinsic tourism, viticultural and agricultural values, and lifestyle values, that are 
worthy of being protected. We want to recognise those things as important and want to look at ways we can 
maintain what is currently valuable and important in that region. Similar aspirations are being felt by people 
living in the hills region. They are also looking to have what they have valued, protected and acknowledged. 
Community groups are currently going out of their way to encapsulate their visions to try to engage 
constructively with local and state governments in terms of what it is they want, yet they all want very, very 
similar things. It is important that we recognise that although Margaret River is absolutely important—I applaud 
measures that have been taken to try to protect that region—we also need to recognise we have important areas 
on our own doorstep that are also worthy of protection, and that these communities are also worthy of having 
their aspirations respected and heard.  
 


